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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST REPORT ON GARBA PRESS CONFERENCE 

REF: STATE 030983 

1 . POL COUNSELOR INFORMED UNDERSECRETARY (FOREIGN SECRETARIAT) 
GALLASTEGUI IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS REFTEL. 
GALLASTEGUI WAS NONCOMMITAL, EXPRESSED THANKS FOR INFORMA- 
TION. PROMISED TO INFORM FOREIGN SECRETARY IMMEDIATELY. 

2. COMMENT: IN EMBASSY'S PREVIOUS REPRESENTATIONS TO 
FOREIGN SECRETARIAT ON ANGOLA, GOM OFFICIALS HAVE REVEALED 
NO EAGERNESS TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH MPLA, BUT GIVEN 
ECHEVERRIA ADMINISTRATION'S POLICY ON ESTABLISHING RELATIONS, 
GOM MIGHT MOVE TOWARD RELATIONS WITH MPLA IF IT CONVINCED 
US RECOGNITION IN OFFING. APPROACH REPORTED IN 

PARA ONE ABOVE SHOULD AVOID ANY MISAPPRENENSION 
ON THIS, AT LEAST WITH RESPECT TO GARBA INTERVIEW. 
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